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Bulletin: Number 4

SOUth African Trials Editor: Deirdre Ingersent

AND SO IT GOES!
Commiserations to those who did not make the cut (Finish in the Top Eight) and Congratulations
to those who did!

My personal observations -

If | were a person who bet on racehorses and bridge players, | would have selected the first three
Open pairs myself. And why? They have form! The youngest competitors, Noah Apteker and
Robert Stephens, were the best in the Qualifying Rounds followed by Neville Eber and Hennie
Fick, then Alon Apteker and Craig Gower. Another interesting fact is there are no fewer than 3
members of the same family still in the running as Jude Apteker is there as well.

The Women’s | thought all along was more open and difficult to predict. Nicky Bateman and
Val Bloom finished in the pole position ahead of Diana Balkin and Sharon lzerel with Dianne
Penlington and Glynis Dornon in 3rd spot. However, the spread of points between the 1St and 8th
qualifiers is less than in the Open Event so who knows what can happen?

| hope those who did not make the cut this time will, as the golfers say, be back to try again and
that they enjoyed the experience this time.

And for those pairs who are through, remember it is not all over until the fat lady sings and that is
still in the distance. There is another total round robin to be played and more boards per match!
Keep going and concentrate!

Deirdre Ingersent

The tournament has been run extremely efficiently so far owing to the expertise of our tournament
director, Steve Bunker. Having been in contact with him over the past few weeks, he has been
working tirelessly to ensure that this event runs smoothly.

He has created an excellent website with links to the SABF site where everyone can easily access
results after each round. | believe that this is a first for an online SABF tournament.

BBO posed a number of challenges to the running of a tournament of this nature. The available
BBO movements were found to be unsuitable for our purposes for various reasons. As a result,
Steve had to source a suitable movement, manually enter the pairs each round, manually convert
results to victory points, draw up results tables and post these on the net. Besides all this, he was
kept busy with tournament director duties such as adjudicating incidents at the table, ensuring
that all players are online and fielding requests from the players. It was only because he had
carefully pre-prepared multiple spread sheets and anticipated multiple obstacles that he was able
to run this event in such a highly efficient way. The SABF is indebted to him for his professionalism
in ensuring that this premier event is properly and fairly run. Thank you!!

Bernard Donde




OPEN QUALIFIERS - Results by Round

Pl Rank TOTAL Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6 Round 7 Round 8 Round 9 Round 10 Round 11  Adjustment
ayers an
¥ wPs [inPs| wPs | IMPS| VPs | IMPS| VPs | IMPS| UPs | IMPS| UPs | IMPS| WPs | IMPS| WPs | IMPS] WPs | IMPS] WPs | IMPS] WPs | IMPS] VPs | Note| VPs
Noah Apteker & Rob
Stephens 1ss.aa ] eve [1200] 6|1201] 24|1637| s|1170| 21|1579| B1|z2000| 251655 6|1201| -12] 629| 26|1673]| 22]15.89
Meville Eber &
o 1a392] 2|1071] 13|1397| 18|1515| 25|1655| 29|17.24| 22 |1599| 3| Bes| 13| 12]1371leve [1200]| 2| 929
Alon Apteker & 13693 27 1691 6| 798| 12]1371| 6| 799| 18 |15as|eve |1200| o|woo| 2| esa| s|iizo| 17]1a93] 27]1s91
Craig Gower
Andrew Cruise &
11262] 18| 85| 19| 463| 20|1558| 15|1446| 18| ass| 20 |1558| 3|110s|eve |1200| o]izo0| 26| 327| 11]1345
Saul Burman
';;::;E:pre"’&%”" 1008 18f15as| 13| so3| 2| 29| 21| a21| 20| a42| 33 |1786|eve |1200| 6| 7.99| a]i13e| 3s|isss| -27)| 300
s 6 |10752] 7| 769| s|1170| 20| 442| 25| 34s| 21| a21| 7 |1231] ofwo0| 41|18o0| 4| ss2| 14|1422|evE |12.00
Diniar Minwalla
E:::::r'(mm”de 7 |106.0a] 7 |1231] | 830 -24| 363| 21|1579| BYE |12.00| 22| a01| 24|1637| o|wo0| &|12o1| 17| s07| 11) 6ss
James Grant & Larry N
p— 8 |10411)] 13 |1397| | 30| -12| 629 BvE [1200| 48|1964| 20| 442| 25| 345| 3a|18o0| 6| 789| 39| 13a| 21071 (a) | 200
E:;’;i:th&ﬂms 9166 | -13 | 603 |sve |1200| 2|1071| 6|1z01| 29| 276 | 51| coo| 3|12es| olweo| 5| 70| 24|58 | 24 |2422
Michael Alexander
& Anton Der 10 | o911 | 2 | 9zs| 5 |1270|sve |1200 | -15 | 554 | 20|1558| 7| 760| 3| s95| 34| 200| 5|830| 28| ass| 22| 402
Kinderen
Glen Holman &
1o 11 | 7177 |27 | 309 | 19 |1537| 18| a85| 5| 330| 98| 036 33| 224 | 24| 363 | 42 | 1.20 | BYE |1200 | 18 |15.15 | -24 | 5.78
David Beinart
WOMEN QUALIFIERS - Results by Round
ol Rank TOTAL [LEITLGES Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round & Round 7 Round 8 Round 9 Round 10 Round 11
ayers an
v wps [ivies] ves | imps] wes | imps] wes | imps] wps | imes| wes | inaps] wes | imps] wes [imps] wes | imps] wes [imps] wes [imps] wes
Nicola Bateman &
Val Bloom 1 |1a033) Bve |12.00] 17|1493| 31|1756| 11|1345| 3| ses| 15|144s| o|woo| o]woo| e|i2s0] 9]1280| 10]13.12
Diana Balkin &
2 |1373s5] 1|1036] 9|1290| s1]|2000| BYE [12.00| 7|1231] 20|1558| ofwoo| 7)1231| s|1170| 24]1637| 23] 382
Sharon lzerel
Dianne Penlington & =
! 3 |125.68)| 11 |134s] 2| e29| &|1261| -3| ses| 3| ses| 32|1771| e|1201| 8| 739| 2| 710leve |1200| 23]1s.12
Glynis Dornon
Carol Grunder & Jill
Ra? unoer& RN 4 |1200a) 1| ossaleve |1200]| 11 [1345| 9| 710| 3 |1r0s| 15| ss4| of 70| 13|1397| 1| osa| 11|1345| 341200
abie
22:;:2;’”3&"0“& 5 (11726 -13 | 603 9| 720] 27|16s1]| 3|1ros| 3|iros| 9| 7a0| 11|134s| 12)37|  7]iz31| 11| ess|eve [1z2.00
E:s::w'“&“'s“ 6 |106.06] 11]|134s| 17| s07| 51 | ooo| o9|1290| 28 |17.08|BvE |1200| 11| 655| =&|1261| 8| 739| 18] s30| 12|13
Jennifer Foaden & . L _
7 |10s.6a] 12|1371] 2 |1071| 11| es5| z21|1579| 16| s30| 13|1397|sve |1200] o)woo| 7| 789| 24| 383 -12] 629
Renee Kenny
Peta Balderson &
) ) 8 |105a3)] 11| 655| -11 | 655|eve |1200| -20| a42| 16|1470| 9|1290| 9|1200| 7| 769| 8|1261] 6| 798| 10| s.82
Jennifer Gautschi
Janne Masojoda & | o | o900 | 13 l13.97| 11 |13.45| 31 | 244 | 21| 421 | ove |1200 | 32| 220 | 14 |1a22| 13| 603 | 5| s30| 16 |1er0| 5| 730
Tanya Rawson
Mary Mutch & Eri
Z_‘"’; . O 10 | 874aa | 11| 655| 18lisis| 5 | 739 11| 655| 7 | 769 | 23| 603 | 14| 578 | 12| 629 |BvE |1200| 6 |1zo1| 34 200
IMe
Zela Stern & Carol
| 11 | 8721 || 12 | 629 | 18 | 485 | 27| 3.09| 20 |1558| 22| 292| 20| 442 | 6| 799 | Bve 1200 1l|1036| 9| 710| & |1ze2
anton




Open Carryovers

TCITALI
Players Rank
VPs
Moah Apteker & Rob
P 1 | so.81
Stephens
Meville Eber &
— 2 75.62
Hennie Fick
Alon Apteker &
) P 3 75.25
Craig Gower
Andrew Cruise &
4 60.47
Saul Burman
Imtiaz Kaprey & Paul
prey 5 | 58.88
Reynolds
Duncan Keet & Jude
[} 53.53
Apteker
Brian Pincus &
o , 7 46.57
Diniar Minwalla
James Grant & Lar
Yl 8 | 3888
Chemaly
OPEN FINALS - Match Schedule
Start |Rnd | Thl North | South East | West
5 1 |PINCUS, Brian MINWALLA, Diniar APTEKER, Noah STEPHENS, Rob
<
- 8 A 2 |CRUISE, Andrew BURMAN, Saul KAPREY, Imtiaz REYNOLDS, Paul
S 2
S =1 3 |KEET, Duncan APTEKER, Jude APTEKER, Alon GOWER, Craig
= 4 |EBER, Neville FICK, Hennie GRANT, James CHEMALY, Larry
S 1 |PINCUS, Brian MINWALLA, Diniar KEET, Duncan APTEKER, Jude
E g 5 2 |KAPREY, Imtiaz REYNOLDS, Paul GRANT, James CHEMALY, Larry
L)
T - 3 |EBER, Neville FICK, Hennie CRUISE, Andrew BURMAN, Saul
= 4 |APTEKER, Alon GOWER, Craig APTEKER, Noah STEPHENS, Rob
s 1 |PINCUS, Brian MINWALLA, Diniar EBER, Neville FICK, Hennie
E 2 3 2 |GRANT, James CHEMALY, Larry APTEKER, Noah STEPHENS, Rob
—
E u-: 3 |APTEKER, Alon GOWER, Craig KAPREY, Imtiaz REYNOLDS, Paul
= 4 |CRUISE, Andrew BURMAN, Saul KEET, Duncan APTEKER, Jude




Women Carryovers

TOTAL
Players Rank
VPs
Diana Balkin &
1 73.32
Sharon lzerel
Nicola Bateman &
2 72.32
Val Bloom
Peta Balderson &
) . 3 64.63
lennifer Gautschi
Dianne Penlington &
. gt 4 62.48
Glynis Dornon
Sharon Lang & Lotte
B s | 60.46
Sorensen
Carol Grunder & Jill
i [ 59.50
Rabie
Bev Hewitt & Trish
7 52.67
Crosse
lennifer Foaden &
8 46.63
Renee Kenny
(]
WOMEN'S FINALS - Match Schedule
Start | Rnd| Thl North South East West
5 1 |LANG, Sharon SOREMNSEN, Lotte BATEMAN, Nicola BLOOM, val
E 2 |HEWITT, Bev CROSSE, Trish FOADEN, Jennifer KEMNNY, Renee
1
~ €
B = 3 |GRUNDER, Caral RABIE, Jill BALDERSON, Peta GAUTSCHI, Jennifer
= 4 |BALKIN, Diana IZEREL, Sharon PEMLINGTON, Dianne DORMNON, Glynis
5 1 |LANG, Sharon SOREMNSEN, Lotte GRUMNDER, Carol RABIE, Jill
E g 3 2 |FOADEN, Jennifer KENNY, Renee PENLINGTON, Dianne DORNON, Glynis
=
o b 3 |BALKINM, Diana IZEREL, Sharon HEWITT, Bev CROSSE, Trish
= 4 |BALDERSON, Peta GAUTSCHI, Jennifer BATEMAN, Nicola BLOOM, Val
5 1 |LANG, Sharon SOREMNSEN, Lotte BALKIN, Diana IZEREL, Sharon
E E 3 2 |PENLINGTONM, Dianne DORMNON, Glynis BATEMAN, Nicola BLOOM, val
—
° a 3 |BALDERSON, Peta GAUTSCHI, Jennifer FOADEN, Jennifer KEMNY, Renee
2 4 |HEWITT, Bev CROSSE, Trish GRUMDER, Carol RABIE, Jill




YN alonap W N E S
D 8 &8 P 1v P 1a
vooee LG LG
¢ AK97
% Q65 PP F
Hebfick = eebs
& KJ952 & 643
Vv 92 ¥ 7653
¢ Q8 ¢ 654
b K732 % JO8
B=N craigy52
& AQ107
¥ AK
¢ J1032
% A104 6¢ N NS: 0 EW: 0

Slam hands are always exciting.

On the auction above, Craig Gower, South, appreciated the value of his strong holding in partner’s
1st suit and excellent controls and bid 44 which was minorwood. When partner showed 2 key
cards without the queen, South settled for 6¢. 2 pairs in the Open and 2 in the Women'’s failed to
bid a slam when they made quantitative tries of 4NT. Not appreciating the power of a fit led them

to missing a reasonable slam.

Note that 6¢ is superior to 6NT which was reached twice in the Women’s event. The 4-4 fit often

produces an extra trick when played in a suit contract. This theme will be revisited later.




NN foaden W N E S
& A108 P P INT P
¥ JOos8 3¢ P 44 P
¢ J102 PP

& 10632

valfb Enicolap
& Q9762 & KJ3
¥ KQ643 v 52

¢ 53

o 5

NS: 0 EW: 0

Val Bloom (West) used a convention that | believe is quite good. Her 34 bid showed at least 5-5

in the majors and invitational plus values. Nicola Bateman had a maximum but also importantly
held Aces in the minor suits where partner was short and she bid 4S. This auction was duplicated

by Rob Stephens and Noah Apteker in the open.

If you don’t have another more important meaning for 3¢ after partner’s 1NT opening, | strongly
suggest you consider adopting this convention. With a minimum and/or soft cards in the minors,
opener bids 3¥ or 34. With a maximum or good fitting cards in the majors, the opener bids 4% or
4«. With a super hand fitting with partner, there is a convention developed in the Scandinavian
countries called LISSABON. Playing this convention, 4% is a super accept in hearts and 4¢ is a
super accept in spades. An example of a super accept would be aAKXX YAXX ¢AJX #XXX — bid
4¢. If you match this hand with the West’s hand you will see that 64 has play even though partner

has only a 7 count.




N |
& AQ9
¥ Q53
¢ J9542
% A9

& KJ86

¥ A10942
¢ AQ10
b7

107543

NS: 0 EW: 0

Even the mighty fall sometimes. Here was a casualty of Ghestem. The perpetrators of this shall
remain anonymous but suffice to say the E/W pair have represented South Africa many times in

the past.

In the heat of the moment, West forgot that their agreement was that 3¢ shows both majors after
a 1¢ opening. 3# by east was a weak jump overcall in their methods. There was no escape and
6 doubled cost 15.75 imps. Even though this disaster occurred on board 1, they did not lose their
heads and went on to win the match against a strong pair. This is the lesson to be learnt — forget

your disasters and you can often recover.




glensa W N E S
s 9 18 -
¥ Q97 P INT P 2&
¢ QJ10863 § :23" P 24
& KQ2 ¢

'8 banditos

& QJ4

v J10 ¥ A5432
¢ A752 ¢4

% J374 % 953

=N fatcat4 399

& A10852
¥ K86

¢ K9

% A106

NS: 0 EW: 0

For those playing 2 over 1 game force, the North hand is quite problematic after partner opens
14 and rebids an ambiguous 2#. You need to have sophisticated methods to enable you to show
an invitational hand in diamonds clubs or hearts. Glen Holman (North) and David Beinart (South)
had methods to show an invitational hand with diamonds and this allowed them to get to the good
3NT contract. This contract was reached 3 times in the open and only once in the Women’s. The

auctions at the other tables where 3NT was reached were not convincing.

#82462 Pairs SABF OPEN TRIALS Qualifiers 10 2110 0.42 26.25
12024-04-16 15:15 imtiaz1 horace goldbar larryc/ 77 2¢N+3 150 7.75Movie or Lin
22024-04-16 15:11 cruisey KingZlot NoahApteke drowzee 3+N+2 -150 7.75Nlovie or Lin
32024-04-16 1524 Dunx  judeap alonap craigy52 3NN+1 -630 -4.75vlovie or Lin
42024-04-16 1514 kgsmith castelein bkpsc diniar 3N5+1 -630 -4.75ovie or Lin
52024-04-16 15:15 glensa fatcatd399 Treetops38 banditos 3NN+2 -660 -6.00Jovie or Lin

HE2636 Pairs sABE WOMENAD DS TRIALS Qualifiers 10 210 0.42 15.50
12024-04-16 15:08 sweetpead0 Tan 18 hewey7 trishc 3NN+2 660 10.75Movie or Lin
22024-04-16 1511 Marykins rixi181 peta_b FRANKIEJ2NS+3 210 -1.00Movie or Lin
32024-04-16 15:13 foaden kangy deebee2 Shai007 2eN+3 150 -3.25Movie or Lin
42024-04-16 15:12 cassandrax JillyRabz sharrie s JeN+2 150 -3.25Movie or Lin

52024-04-16 15:14 stemnz  carol2007 nicolap wvalfb  2eN+3 160 -3.26Movie or Lin




N | W N E S
s 9764 1%

VY QJ7
¢ AJ105
% 32

2y

P

P

P
E |
& A1082
v 952

¢ KQB42
&9

s J

¥ A864

¢ 98

% AKQ1063 NS: 0 EW: 0

Defence is the most difficult aspect of this game. It needs players to be able to visualise the

opponents’ hands, count tricks and points. This hand is quite instructive.

West led the 7¢ ducked by declarer (South) and won with the Q¢. East switched to the singleton
club which South won and played a heart to the queen. Declarer then played a club to the king
(East correctly did not ruff) and then played another heart towards the queen leaving this position

with West on play.




% AKD1063 NS: 3 EW: 2

West knows that South started with 6 clubs and 4 Hearts and probably 2 diamonds. The only
hope for the defence therefore is to stop declarer from enjoying the long club suit. The way to do
this is to attack entries to declarer’s hand by forcing declarer to ruff spades. (try it — once declarer

has ruffed a spade, the clubs can no longer be enjoyed).

West fell from grace at this point by switching to a club. This defence did not paralyze declarer.
The defenders got their ruff, but it was a loser. South now had no problems wrapping up 9 tricks.

This was worth 4.75 imps to N/S whereas beating 2¥ would have gained 1 imp.




NN alonap W N E S

& KQ6432 1¢ P
Y K v 14 P P
¢ A9 24 P 2NT P
& 8765 3NT P P P

horace N=N imtiaz
& J & A108

¥ AQ64 ¥ 85

¢ KQ62 ¢ 108753
% J1092 % AK3

craigy52
® 975

¥ J109732
¢ J4

% Q4

Alon Apteker (North) made an excellent false card when Craig led a low spade against East’s

NS: 0 EW: 0

3NT. He played the K& on the first trick. When he got in with the A+ he returned a low spade and
East had a nasty guess which he got wrong and played the 8 of spades. This allowed the defence

to win 5 spades and 1 diamond for +200 and 10.75 imps.




NN Treetops38
& KQ6432
YK

¢ A9
% 8765

drowzee

LN

¥ AQ64
¢ KQ62
% J1092

banditos

® 975

¥ J109732
¢ J4

% Q4

W N E S

1¢ P

v 14 P P
X P IANT P
2 P 3¢+ P

-

M m m

E NoahApteke

s A108
¥ 385

¢ 108753
% AK3

NS: 0 EW: 0

On the same hand, Noah Apteker and Robert Stephens conducted the excellent auction above to

reach the superior 5¢ contract which made with an overtrick when Noah dropped the doubleton

Q. The key bid was West’s bid of 24 and when East did not repeat NT he knew that the spades

were stopped only once. This was worth 7.75 imps.

Beware of playing NT when you have a singleton in a suit bid by vulnerable opponents.

Noah Apteker who is leading the field
with Robert Stephens, is seen here
playing monitored from his home
in the USA. He is also the youngest
competitor in the field. His age is too
low to publish in a bridge bulletin
where the average readers’ age is
over 70.




mDunx
s K8543

¥ 10852
¢ 384
b 42

WA craigy52 N=N alonap
& Q2 & AJ109
v AJ3 v7
¢ AJ2 ¢ KQ76
% AQJS3 % K1087

judeap

A 76

¥ KQ964
¢ 10953
% 96

Alon Apteker (East) and Craig Gower (West) were the only pair in both the open and women’s

NS: 0 EW: 0

events to get to the second best contract of 6#. After West’s strong 2NT rebid, Alon made a mild
slam try with clubs which Craig had no problem accepting with this maximum, 5 clubs and good

controls.

The best contract is 7& which is very difficult to reach as you need to know that there are 4
diamond tricks which will allow you to pitch a spade loser. Note that 6 is superior to 6NT which

requires the spade finesse after a heart lead. So those who bid 6NT got a bit lucky on the board.

This hand emphasises the point made previously that suit contracts (here a 5-4 fit) are frequently

safer and better than NT contracts.

#82462 Pairs SABF OPEN TRIALS Qualifiers 10 210 0.42 26.25
12024-04-16 15:19 glensa fatcat4399 Treetops38 banditos 6NW= 8990 B.75ovie or Lin
22024-04-16 15:19kgsmith castelein bkpsc diniar BNW= 990 6.75Nlovie or Lin
32024-04-16 15:29 Dunx  judeap alonap  craigyb2? Gea\W+1 940 5.25Movie or Lin
42024-04-16 15:24 imtiaz1 horace1 goldbar  larryc7 77 SaWW+2 440 -5.75Movie or Lin
52024-04-16 15:21 cruisey KingZlot NoahApteke drowzee GNW-1 -50-13.00 Iovie or Lin

#82636 Pairs SABF WOMENSTOS TRIALS Qualifiers 10 110 0.60 23.75
12024-04-16 1514 Marykins  rixi181 peta_b FRANKIEJBNW+1 1020 8.25Movie or Lin
22024-04-16 1522 foaden kangy deebee? Shail07 BNWW+1 1020 8.25vlovie or Lin
32024-04-16 15:16 cassandrax JillyRabz sharrie lvarm  3NW+3 490 -4.75Movie or Lin
42024-04-16 1521 sternz  carol2007 nicolap valfb  3NW+2 460 -5.50 Movie or Lin
52024-04-16 1514 sweetpeabl Tan 18 hewey? tnshc 5Ha\W+2 440 -6.25 Movie or Lin




